“knew I
Yand {o much of the world wheh I assumed office.
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By Lvn(mn L Johnson

In spxle of move than theee decades of pubho service, I
was an unknown qmntzty to many of my counlrymen

T suffered another Lurdlcdp since 'Y had come to t]u.
,Plu'(d ney not thru the colleetive will of the peaple but in the
veke of {ragedy. I had no mandate from the vot“m S

A few people weréd openly Bitter zboul my h'xcomm_,

Piesident. They found it in apossible to transfer their intens
]oyaltics from one President o onolher. T could understand
this, altho it complicated my task. Others were apprchensive.
This was pavticuloely true within (e black epmmmunity. Just
when the blacks had had their hopes for equality and juslice
raised, after centurizs of inisery and de pan they -awoke one
motning to" discover that their fulure was in the lnnc;s of a
PIC‘JQCIIL horn 11 the South. - . e
Yet in spite of ticse yearnings ful‘ a ml‘nn kaclm in

spite of some bitlerness, i spite of ¢ appr ehensions, I IllCW it
was Imperalive that I gr asp the reius-of power 'md do so

without delay. Any. hesitaticn or wavering, any false slep,
any sign of sclf-doubt cou}d have heen disaslrous,

, . . .
Avéraged &

" During my {; st mxty days in office I beliove 1 a\owc/ed
no more than feur or five hours’ sIccp a night. I T had a
single moment when I could go off alone, velax, and forget

_thc pressures of -business, I don’f reeall it.

“On Saturdzy merning, Nov. 23, I walked into ’\ILGemz,m,
Bundy's office in the hasement of {lic White "House and re-
ceived an international intelligence brigfing from John Me-
Cone, director of the Central Int Vigence Agency. On that sad
.November moraing ia 1963 (he isternational front was about
“as peaceful as it ever gets in these turbuient times. The world,
it seemed, had cease d its turmoil for a momcptwo l"'nt n
the shock of John Kennedy's death. . B 2t

* President Kcmmc‘y had kept me well infor mcd on w ox]d _
‘events, so I was nat expecting any major swprises in fhat -
fmt mtclhocaoe hricting. i - . o

Only South Viet Nam gave e rezl cause for concern, '
The next day, Nov. 24, 1 received my ficst full-dress brieling
from Henry Cabot Loc‘a», who had just returned to X‘Jmhmfflon
from his post as awmbassador in Saigon. But compared with
“later pericds, cven the. situation in Viet Nam at that point '
appedred to be 101 ively ﬁec from tho pressue of Lumcdmlc \
 decisions. - .

-

. The most important fmcwn prmcy P (;blcm I faced was " .
“that of signaling {o the world what kind of man I was and

what sort of 1,011 es T intended to carry out,

. - N o !
Blet with De (r’lplle , E CoE
On Monday, Nov. 25, I met with President Charles de
" Ca wille of France. Just a fow howrs hefore our conversation,,
I received a report from Paris of a recent mecting Between'
De Gauille and an allied ambassador. They had msmsscd
whal the European respouse would be in the event of a Sovie t

invasion of Western Fur ape. . s
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“Phe Vantage Point,” former President Lyndon B. Jolu-
son’s own story of is five years in the White Kouse, is one of
the key hooks of our time. In this highly pevsonal record, and
i this, the sscond in a series of 12 excerpts, President Johuson
recalls the days of transition afler X‘e Sﬁo\ off=ce on ﬂnt grim,
November my in Dallas, :

'Prcsident de Ga uL‘c, acumdmw to the lepoxt wad said
that the United Stales could not be counted on in such an
emergency. He mentioned that the U. 8. had been lale in
acriving in lwo world wars and that it had requived the holo
caust’of Pearl Harbor to hring us into the laiter.

With (his account fresh in my mind, T met with the French
‘president. I thanked him for crossing.the Allanlic - R express
. the svmp'rmy of ¥rance in our hour of s ddnoss :

' The genvzal spoke of the aifection {hat both he m.d the
French people had felt for Jobn Kemnedy. e then went on to
say lhal the difficullies belween our {wo counlrics -had been

greatly e\em'umec., and that while changing times cailed
fox certain adjustments In our respeetive roles, the imporiant
thing was that Freachmen knew perfeclly wel' ﬂn,y could

i R vccum on thc U. S. if France were attacked.
Tours .Jlaei) : g .

1 Qlalcd hard at the French president, suppressing a
.smile, In the years that followed, when De Gaulle’s criticism
of our role in Viet Nam became mfnnsv, 1 had many occasions
to remeiher that conversation, The French leader doubted—
" in private, at lgastwtnc will of the United States {o live up to
its commitments. He did not believe we would honor our
NATO obligations, yet he criticized us for honoring a commit-
ment clsewhere in the world. If we had taken his advice to
abaundon Viet Nam, I suspect he might bave cited that as
“proof” of what he had been saying all along: that the U. S,
could not he counted on in times of trouble. ’

qumg ract with the leader of Fiauce, our ok.cat ally; T
turned to our relations with an adversary: the Soviet Unijon.
On Tuesday morning, Nov. 26, Soviet Deputy Preinier Anastas
Mikoyan came to my office. I knew that I was dealing with
" one of the shrewdest men over to come up thru the Com)rm-
nist hicrarchy. One of the few surviving Bolsheviks with real

_power, Mikoyan had heen brought Lo Moscow by Stalin in 1926,

had escaped inmumerable purges and had demonstraled ay
-uncanny ability to survive and {o- assouatc Inmbelf wvith the
right faction at the right time. ,

| Not AN Pleasuniries

We talked for 55 mirutés and thc convusahon was not all
diplomatic pleasantries. I vemembered how Nikita Xhrushclhev
i1 had mls_;wirfcd President Xennedy's characler and underesti-
mated his toughuess after their 1551 meeting in Vienna. That

" misjudgment, many people helieve, led Khrushchev to fest the

U. S. with a new crisis in Berlin, T considercd it esscntial to
let Mikoyan undersland that while the U. S. wanled peace
move than anything clse In the world, it would jot allow its
intercsts, ov its friends’ and allies’ m(mcs(s, fo be hamokd
i by aggression op subversion, . Lo tEe -
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